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AusGrass is another excellent and inspiring product from
Australia. It is a compact disc plus a pocket-size (38 pages)
but informative user guide and forms part of the Australian
Biological Resource Study’s identification series.
AusGrass is an interactive identification and information
system which easily and quickly allows one to identify and
find information (which includes photos, line drawings and
distribution maps) of any of the 1 323 grass species, native
and naturalised, found in Australia. 
The program opens on the Home page with a colour pic-
ture of a patch of grass as background and a navigation bar
with five headings. 
The first heading, Browse has four subheadings: species
with common names, derivatives of the botanical name,
common synonyms, a description, and distributions — first
worldwide in the broad sense and then in more detail for
Australia, for each species. The next is the genus informa-
tion which consists of a short description and references for
Australia. There is a separate list of common names and
another list for synonyms which is divided into three columns
with the headings all names, previously known and current-
ly accepted. 
The next main heading is Identify with subheadings start
key and dichotomous key. The interactive key comes into
play under start key. Not being very computer-literate, I was
pleasantly surprised to find how easy it was to use the key
and how easily I identified my first grass. The fact that I have
not quite mastered all the buttons is no reflection on the pro-
gram as adequate help is given. The dichotomous key is the
more conventional or classical key.
Under Tools there is How to use AusGrass; identification
tips which, although it is a practical guide for using the inter-
active key under the Lucid system, it offers many useful
hints for any system of identification. There is a good glos-
sary and under characters the characters used in the inter-
active key are given and, where relevant, there are stylised
drawings with the various structures coloured differently to
make a character clearer and easier to understand. 
Learn has grass structures where there are comprehen-
sive descriptions with line drawings of the different struc-
tures used in the identification of grasses. There is a short
chapter on the importance of the grass family worldwide, fol-
lowed by another on the economic attributes of Australian
grasses with subheadings such as fodder grasses, poison-
ous grasses, ethnobotanical uses of grasses and grasses
causing human ailments. Finally, under references, there is
a fairly long list of mainly Australian publications.
Under the heading About the first subheading is About
AusGrass which informs you briefly what can be done with
AusGrass; it gives the authors and publishers, e-mail
addresses of authors if you need further help or wish to give
them feedback on their product. One hopes that users will
respond to this request in a positive way as the authors
deserve good feedback for the wonderful product. The other
subheading is Acknowledgements which is self-explanatory;
they mention amongst others those who tested the keys.
The testing of keys is highly recommended as they are so
important — it is often the keys that can make or break a
work of this kind.
The system requires Windows 95, Internet Explorer
browser v5.0 (IE5) or greater but can also use the Mozilla
browser v1 (included on the CD). It operates under Lucid TM
interactive identification and information software systems
and is very easily installed with or without the manual.
All in all I find AusGrass very easy and user-friendly to
move around in and to use and I wish to congratulate and
thank the authors and all those involved for a great piece of
work.
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